
“There is no plan to ‘de-magnetize’ the Academy into a neighborhood school,
said Stratford Public Schools Superintendent Dr. Janet Robinson. She
acknowledged “that rumor has been rampant.”

The Academy is known as a magnet school, because it draws students from
throughout town.

Addressing another rumor among the school community, Robinson said that the
district does not have any plans in place to remove the Advanced Learning
Programs (ALPS) program from Stratford Academy, as it works to integrate
advanced learning programs throughout the school system.

“We are working to make sure that all elementary schools have the ability to
meet the needs of those advanced learners who are identified in third grade but
do not fall within the top 30, (so that they) still have an accelerated curriculum in
their fourth grade,” said Robinson. “Number 31 has the same needs as Number
30. There has been no discussion about eventually dismantling the ALP
program (for elementary age children, currently based at the Academy). We just
need to have the appropriate instruction to challenge all of our advanced
learner population.”

Regarding the facilities at Stratford Academy, the district is currently building a
new school at the Birdseye Street Academy campus. The new facility will
replace Stratford Academy-Johnson House, grades K through 2 of the
Academy, and be called Victoria Soto School.

Robinson said she expects completion of the new school by September 2015,
and that the current configuration of the school — two elementary “houses,” one
grades K-2 and the other with grades 3-6 — to remain the same.

Schools Chief Operating Officer Clarence Zachery said that there is no set plan
for the current Johnson House, after the Soto School opens. He said the public
schools administration is in the preliminary stages of conversations with the
town of Stratford about how the Johnson House might be utilized.

Zachery repeated what Robinson has said a number of times, which is that the
schools are currently at enrollment capacity.
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Is there still a Racial Balance Plan on file with the state of CT? If so, then Stratford
Academy needs to remember that the school was conceived in the late 80's for the
purpose of establishing racial balance in the Stratford Schools. To date, there's
been a lot of "tinkering" with the Academy. The elimination of the Academy, two
houses, one school now becoming two independent schools with two individual
principals and conceivably two different approaches to instruction, negates that
Stratford Academy maintains a continuity of programs from grades K-2 to grades
3-6. Additionally, naming the new school after Victoria Soto was very thoughtful,
but Honeyspot House has a long history, is or was part of the Racial Balance Plan
submitted to the state and naming it the Soto School further separates the two
buildings. I was also disappointed when an ALP position was eliminated a few
years ago. I am aware that the ALP teachers once had additional resource time, but
if used correctly and wisely, that time should address the individual needs of gifted
students, address the needs of accelerated learners in K-3 by tapping into the
resources of the trained ALP staff. Now, I understand that there could be upwards
to 30-31 students in one class. That would be acceptable, IF, there was a fourth
teachers to co-teach, utilize small individual groups or differentiate instruction for
the students, but that is not possible now. How can any teacher effectively meet
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