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Superintendent of Schools Dr. Janet Robinson. Greg Reilly photo.

About author According to an independent analysis commissioned by the Stratford Board of
Education, state-mandated racial balancing of school populations impacts

busing efficiencies in the Stratford school district more than any other variable .
factor TUE Senior calendar: May 29-June 4

June 1 @ 8:30 am - June 4 @ 4:00 pm

Elizabeth G. Howard The school assignment plan — also known as racial balancing — was one of
three key factors that analysts found impacting busing efficiency in the district.

TUE Catholic Daughters meeting

Elizabeth Howard is a The school board hired Transportation Advisory Services (TAS) to conduct an
June 2 @ 6:30 pm

Stratford-based joumnalist, analysis of the school district's busing program, including all aspects of public,

blogger and poet. She . . . . . . .
99 P non-public and special education transportation services, including costs, and
writes on the arts,
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education, music, the TAS submitted its report in April. TUE CHIRP 2015
environment, green lifestyle,
American culture, travel and
food. You can find her online

(For more on the report, see ‘Bus services’ in this edition.) 02 June 2 @ 7:00 pm

What it means
Connecticut’'s State Department of Education requires school districts to adhere THU Major League Baseball Umpire
to regulations spelled out in the state’s Racial Imbalance Law, which says that 04 Mark Hirschbeck
the proportion of minority students to white students in each school must be
comparable to the numbers in the whole district. Each school’s proportion must
fall within 15 percentage points to 25 percentage points of the district’'s overall
proportion in comparable grades. THU Thursday Night Ballroom Dance
04 Party

June 4 @ 7:30 pm - 11:00 pm

at elizabethoward.net

June 4 @ 10:00 am

According to Dr. Janet Robinson, superintendent of Stratford schools,
Stratford’s current overall minority population is 54% of the total.

That number has increased from 50% in the last few years, said Board of
Education Chairman Andrea Veilleux. || — . | ——— T |

To comply with the state mandate, the district must arrange for the minority We aim for quality in all that we print.

population of each school to be within 15 to 25 percentage points of that 54%
minority population number. Achieving that arrangement calls for busing
students from their neighborhoods to other schools, and that affects the
district’s transportation costs, which are currently budgeted at $4.5 million per
year.

Veilleux noted that the district’s transportation expenditures reflect the district’s
response to the state mandate, and, still, Stratford’s current per-student

transportation expenditure is $602, “lower than that of our District Reference ! we hlt the mark ever tlme
Group of $732 and of the overall state ($724).” y )

I ® I

“The [transportation study] was conducted to see if potential cost savings and

efficiencies could be found in the transportation program,” Veilleux said. “The R en 1.0 |S

study focused on the transportation program and not educational decisions. The

report suggests many recommendations for potential cost savings and Houses - APTS ~ Condos

everything is on the table for discussion. The BOE spends money on S800_S2000/mo

transportation to be in compliance with state statute.”

The Racial Imbal L i hools t bmit lly “th ial s
e Racial Imbalance Law requires schools to submit annually “the racia a Y

composition of each school by grade, the racial composition of the teaching DltChkus

staff of each school, and the number of pupils in each elementary school who Real Estate CO.

are eligible to receive free or reduced price lunches pursuant to federal law and

regulation.” m_ 203'878'4674

According to the state Board of Education mandate, a pupil or teacher is
considered a minority if his or her “race is defined as other than white, or whose

ethnicity is defined as Hispanic or Latino.” REAL ESTATE OFFICES

In Stratford, 26% of students attend a school “other than their official

attendance school zone,” the report found. Board of Ed policy 3541 states a AND USE OUR MARKET
student’s maximum walking distance for grades K through eight is 1.5 miles and REACH TO 1D]6) THAT ON:

two miles for grades nine through 12.

Hersam Acorn Networks.

Robinson favors busing
“Every fall, parents call to say they want their child in their local school,”
Robinson said. “They say, ‘| can see the school from my window.”

Video including Facebook boosts,
websites with a select three'day infeed

Robinson said she empathizes with parents, particularly those in the Stratford and a selected twitter market
Academy area, who want their child to be able to walk to school. “I think that is = . — =
absolutely normal, that there is comfort having your child attend school down Click for more information

the block,” Robinson said.

At the same time she said she sees “busing for equity” as a positive impact on
the community. “It is a very diverse community. | feel it is ethically the right thing
to do. Until our neighborhoods are balanced, we will have to be busing
students.”

“Our kids here have such advantage,” the superintendent said. “When they get
out in the world, they are not going to be stunned to see people who are
different than them. When | go to high school events and | see the mixture of
students all hanging out together, and they are friends, it is really gratifying.”
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Difficult task Darien Times

The state race balancing mandate’s impact on bus routing efficiency, the report Sports Editor,
found, was highest in elementary schools. In a test boundary of one mile drawn :::"Ewﬁl:t:m,
around Stratford Academy, for example, the study finds 420 students who are ebook ... you've
“receiving transportation to a different public elementary school in the district.” bought his facts,

now you can buy
his fiction.

Stratford Academy is the town’s only magnet school, located in the south end of
Stratford.

¢éMaking it doesn’t
Determining which students attend which schools is one of the most meia" Vo:’l’\"’?’QOt
complicated tasks the board manages, Robinson said. Abiding by the t made.
regulations of racial balancing, working toward bus efficiencies while also
responding to late enroliments and parent requests and waivers, requires
serious logistics.

Available at Amazon, Barnes & |
Noble, Kobo ... and more

“The district has stayed very close to 15%,” Robinson said, “but with many late Subscribe to the HAN Radio podcasts!
enrollments and very few slots in our elementary schools, it has been very hard. Listen to the shows when it's convenient for you.
Most of our schools are totally full.” RO SuRiabie 06 Hnes:

The cost of the TAS study, with follow-up consulting, was approximately

$16,000.
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Ed of Ct. -

This why parents abandon the state and or Homeschool their children etc.. WHY
the state in a monetary crisis would transport students all over town for some
mathematical formula is foolish and costly to say the least. | hope we get a new
Gov. and state legislature to correct this expensive madness. Why someone would
be bussed away from Wooster to Flood as my son was years ago makes no sense.
This would explain why half of Ct. residents such as my son moved or would move
out of Stratford and Ct.as soon as they could.

| spoke with former BoE member who said he was surprised to find 54% of

Stratford Students are minority.

| pointed out 43% of Stratford are over 50 years old and unlikely to have school
age children. while there are 18-20% of Stratford under 18 years old = school age.

Recent CT POST article showed racial demographics of 34 CT Towns. Over 20 of
those towns had under 2 % Black. All but 1 town had more Hispanic than Black.
Stratford had about 12% Black, which is far less than cities, but far more than most
towns. However the figures are deceiving. Parts of Stratford are just as segregated
was most suburbs, which is why there is an added cost to busing minority

students.

Every year Stratford gets Community grants of about $ 700,000, which the Town
Council Administers. Within the Community Development grants document it
shows Stratford has 13 Districts and over 85 % of minorities live in just 3 of those

13 Districts.

Within the Community Development arants the Town council pavs a salary to
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Residents oppose Ferry Boulevard
fleet center
— AAA never said that the
tow trucks, flatbeds and other fleet
vehicles would only use Ferry Blvd. ...

LETTER: Stratford Chamber supports
Exit 33 interchange
— Stratford patch is a much
better website for town news. ever since
the new editor came along the ...

see more

WHAT'S THIS?

Family says car stolen with dog inside

— The dog has been found in
Stratford !

Proposed budget on agenda for
Monday’s Town Council meeting
— Constitution, or
political prostitution? - Over 6,000
Stratford Registered Voters ...
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